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About APIQ

When you bring people together around a collective goal, you end up with a unique formula, enriched by a 
diversity of knowledge, skills and perspectives.  That is why APIQ is not just a membership of artists, but people 
of all kinds of practices, with the commonality that what they do brings positive change to the world.  

APIQ is about forging a community of members that connect, support, collaborate and develop projects with 
integrity.  These projects with a social conscience will offer new perspectives, solutions, inspiration, and engagement 
with the vital themes that affect all of us.  And, as a community APIQ members can collaborate and connect with 
each other to share support, resources and invaluable feedback, enabling them to produce remarkable projects 
with enormous potential to connect with wider audiences in meaningful ways.

APIQ membership

APIQ members meet up once a month to connect, brainstorm and talk about our upcoming projects.  

When we get together, we organically begin to collaborate together on ideas for projects as we discover connections 
through our passions and interests.  The director will also present current opportunities and propose new projects 
that members may want to take part in.  We also get together to share knowledges, swap resources and materials, 
and to just enjoy the company of other enlightened and creative individuals.  

What kind of projects will emerge through APIQ?  Experimentation and imagination are at the heart of APIQ, so 
our projects can take all forms.  Already in discussion are touring exhibitions, workshops, a mini-festival, online 
initiatives, publications, performances and alternate forms of activism.

Because we are going to do such wonderful things together, people and organisations will also look to APIQ when 
they are searching for creatives and changemakers for their own projects and events.  Each APIQ member has an 
online profile, so people can see what you do and why.  

APIQ has also attracted supporters and partner organisations.  We have a growing list of subscribers to our 
monthly Enews from the Sunshine Coast and around the globe.  For our first project, 2020 Survival Kit, we 



received support through funding from Sunshine Coast Council and they were super excited with the results.  

Just because we are passionate about what we do that doesn’t mean we shouldn’t get paid for it.  We will always 
look to generate an income towards our work and the production costs of our APIQ projects, but this of course 
only happens in ways that don’t undermine the integrity of our projects or our individual values.  If you are part of 
a project that requires funding you will need to take part in the application process, but will have the best kind of 
support in finding appropriate funding and to develop a strong application.  And individual projects will present 
different avenues for generating income, so you will also have the support of APIQ’s community to help you 
identify these opportunities.

Yes, we live in a ‘time-poor’ era.  But we all have busy times and lulls in our work and life.  With this in mind your 
involvement with APIQ can be flexible.  Any contribution to APIQ’s projects will be greatly appreciated but is only 
necessary if you are part of a project.  Apart from producing work for a project, members also take part in the 
delivery and organisation of the project, and just as importantly, in promoting the project so that we can reach new 
audiences.  APIQ has a growing audience who are enthusiastically committed to what we do.  But the more support 
we have, the greater the impact of our projects and the easier they are to fund.

So, if you’re passionate about creating a better world and want to collaborate with other changemakers on 
remarkable projects, fill out APIQ’s membership application form today!



Membership Process

Successful applicants will have a profile page added to APIQ’s website, including a biography, a portrait and images 
of their practice.  They will also be given access to APIQ’s member resources.  New membership comes with a once 
up $60 fee, and then $20 each following year.  This is to cover the time spent on creating your profile page, sharing 
your profile on social media and other admin.

As a member you can also keep APIQ updated with your own events, exhibitions and achievements which will be 
shared in our Enews (with local, national and international subscribers) and may also be highlighted on APIQ’s 
social media.  We also regularly post APIQ member profiles on our social media ARTIST SERIES.

Karina Seljak’s paper-based artwork uses pure-pigment pastels to explore ephemeral expressions of the
natural world. Each landscape, seascape, skyscape and abstract colour �eld drawing is a quiet yet bold
re�ection on how light and colour delicately interact with mountains, water and clouds.
 
e ever-shiing drama played out between light and landscape is at the heart of Seljak’s artistic practise, as
she holds the paradox of our natural world’s overwhelming magni�cence and the sense of peace found
within in its transience. 
 
Seljak’s creative practise has been rich and diverse in her exploration of mediums. Aer earning a double
degree in Fine Arts (Fashion) and Business Advertising at Queensland University of Technology in 2011,
Karina worked in Brooklyn’s hand-craed food scene in New York, inspired by local provenance, heritage
recipes and waste exchange. Seljak also has a history of working with natural dyeing of textiles including
Shibori folding and draping techniques. 
 
Aer completing Al Gore’s Climate Reality Training last year and hosting an Art as Action panel  in
Melbourne among other events, Karina worked with a team, including APIQ members Rose Feely  and
Gabrielle Quakawoot, to create Eye of the Future – a large-scale artwork at Peregian Beach questioning the
government's ‘gas �red recovery’ response to the pandemic. 
 
Seljak is currently based on the Sunshine Coast working on her company Seljak Brand alongside sister and
business partner, Samantha Seljak. Seljak Brand imagines a world without waste, and makes things that are
regenerative by design. In 2019, Seljak Brand was awarded Best Sustainable Design by e Design Files for
the Closed Loop Merino Wool Blanket, which is recycled and able to be remanufactured at the end of its
useful life. 
 
When she’s not rethinking systems of production and consumption, Seljak immerses herself in South East
Queensland’s resplendent natural beauty and collaborates with   artistic communities on the Sunshine
Coast.  She hopes to continue exploring the role of joyful action in responding to the world’s climate crisis
through sculpture and movement. 
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About APIQ’s Director

As the founder of APIQ, my life and my contemporary arts practice reflect its values - to facilitate creative 
expression, to bring people together and to create positive change in the world. It’s my view that so many of 
the world’s current problems would be solved if people would come to respect all other humans and creatures 
equally.  Put simply, people are more impelled to look after what they love.  

I put this into practice within my own life and through my creative projects.  I am a contemporary artist, a 
curator, and a creative mentor and facilitator.  I’m also a strong advocate of the power for art to create change, 
and that cultural diversity and identity is vital to the wellbeing of all people.  This mode of culture could be 
creative expression, a way of being, or belonging to a community (LGBTQI, an ethnic or regional connection, 
a field of practice like science, art and sport, or a shared love of something).

After ten years in Melbourne I returned to my family home on a nature refuge located on the shores of 
Lake Weyba in December 2018.  Living so closely to nature brings me joy, and further fires my passion to 
protect our natural environment.  I feel fortunate that I have been able to bring the learning and experience 
I have accumulated over the past twelve years to foster new creative endeavours on the Sunshine Coast.  
This experience has come from studies in Fine Arts and Community Arts Practice.  From volunteering and 
working in galleries and organisations such as the Australian Centre for Contemporary Art and Blindside ARI 
in Melbourne.  From international residencies and study tours.  And from the invaluable interactions and 
encounters I have had with people through my projects along the way.

I also have a wide-ranging skill set, and along with fine art skills and textiles production, I am experienced with 
digital media such as video, photography, and image making.  And I have access to the suite of Adobe Creative 
Cloud programs, a DSLR camera, a HD video camcorder, a multi-purpose studio space and a range of tools, 
materials and other equipment.  If you are looking to expand your own repertoire, it would be my pleasure to 
share my resources and knowledge with all APIQ members.

You can read about my arts practice and projects here – biancatainsh.com
Watch my TEDx talk - Art: Creating unique spaces for social transformation here - ted.com/talks

Bianca Tainsh

http://biancatainsh.com
https://www.ted.com/talks/bianca_tainsh_art_creating_unique_spaces_for_social_transformation

